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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in correlating 
any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application should be 
directed to Art Unit 2617. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7-9, and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by KIM 
et al. (US 6,418,322 Bl). 

Regarding claim 1, it is noted that the language used by Applicant merely suggest or makes 
optional those features described as "capable of"; such language does not require steps to be 
performed nor limits the claim to a particular structure. 

Kim discloses, for use in a wireless network, a base station capable of releasing a call 
between said base station and a mobile station, said base station comprising: 

a preamble frame detector capable of detecting preamble frames transmitted to said base 
station by said mobile station; and a transmit power controller capable of adjusting a power level of 
null frames transmitted by said base station (col. 5, lines 13-41; the base station receives or detects a 
PMRM, i.e., preamble, transmitted by a mobile station in response to received forward frames, i.e., 
null frames, transmitted by the base station, and additionally the base station is able to change the 
power control parameters of the forward frames to improve the quality of the forward link). 
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Regarding claim 2, it is noted that the language used by Applicant merely suggest or makes 
optional those features described as "capable of; such language does not require steps to be 
performed nor limits the claim to a particular structure. 

Kim discloses the base station as set forth in claim 1 wherein said preamble frame detector 
of said base station is capable of detecting at least one missing preamble frame from said mobile 
station; and wherein in response to said detection of said at least one missing preamble frame from 
said mobile station, said transmit power controller increases a power level of null frames transmitted 
by said base station (col. 5, lines 21-36; col. 5, line 60 - col. 6, lines 1-49; the base station increase the 
transmission power of its forward frames when it fails to receive the PMRMs from the mobile 
station within a predetermined period, i.e. missing preambles). 

Regarding claim 3, Kim discloses the base station as set forth in claim 2 wherein said 
transmit power controller increases said power level of null frames by a step size having a 
configurable value (col. 6, lines 26-36). 

Regarding claim 7, it is noted that the language used by Applicant merely suggest or makes 
optional those features described as "capable of"; such language does not require steps to be 
performed nor limits the claim to a particular structure. 

Kim discloses a wireless network comprising a plurality of base stations, each of said 
plurality of base stations capable of releasing a call between said base station and a mobile station 
(Fig. 1), wherein said each base station comprises: 

a preamble frame detector capable of detecting preamble frames transmitted to said base 
station by said mobile station; and a transmit power controller capable of adjusting a power level of 
null frames transmitted by said base station (col. 5, lines 1 3-41 ; the base station receives or detects a 
PMRM, i.e., preamble, transmitted by a mobile station in response to received forward frames, i.e., 
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null frames, transmitted by the base station, and additionally the base station is able to change the 
power control parameters of the forward frames to improve the quality of the forward link). 

Regarding claim 8, it is noted that the language used by Applicant merely suggest or makes 
optional those features described as "capable of; such language does not require steps to be 
performed nor limits the claim to a particular structure. 

Kim discloses the wireless network as set forth in claim 7 wherein said preamble frame 
detector of said each base station is capable of detecting at least one missing preamble frame from 
said mobile station; and wherein in response to said detection of said at least one missing preamble 
frame from said mobile station, said transmit power controller increases a power level of null frames 
transmitted by said base station (col. 5, lines 21-36; col. 5, line 60 - col. 6, lines 1-49; the base station 
increase the transmission power of its forward frames when it fails to receive the PMRMs from the 
mobile station within a predetermined period, i.e. missing preambles). 

Regarding claim 9, Kim discloses the wireless network as set forth in claim 8 wherein said 
transmit power controller increases said power level of null frames by a step size having a 
configurable value (col. 6, lines 26-36). 

Regarding claim 13, Kim discloses, for use in a wireless network, a method of operating a 
base station, the method comprising the steps of: transmitting null frames from said base station to a 
mobile station; detecting in a preamble frame detector of said base station preamble frames from 
said mobile station; and adjusting a power level of said null frames transmitted to said mobile station 
by said base station (col 5, lines 13-41; the base station receives or detects a PMRM, i.e., preamble, 
transmitted by a mobile station in response to received forward frames, i.e., null frames, transmitted 
by the base station, and additionally the base station is able to change the power control parameters 
of the forward frames to improve the quality of the forward link). 
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Regarding claim 14, Kim discloses the method as set forth in claim 13 further comprising 
the steps of: detecting at least one missing preamble frame from said mobile station; and in response 
to said detection of said at least one missing preamble frame from said mobile station, increasing a 
power level of null frames transmitted by said base station (col. 5, lines 21-36; col. 5, line 60 - col. 6, 
lines 1-49; the base station increase the transmission power of its forward frames when it fails to 
receive the PMRMs from the mobile station within a predetermined period, i.e. missing preambles). 

Regarding claim 15, Kim discloses the method as set forth in claim 14 wherein said power 
level of said null frames is increased by a step size having a configurable value (col. 6, lines 26-36). 

Claim Refections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 4, 5, 10, 11, 16, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over KIM et al. in view of BROOKS et al. (US 2002/0090947A1). 

Regarding claim 4, Kim discloses the base station as set forth in claim 2, but doesn't 
expressly disclose wherein said base station further comprises: a fade timer having a configurable 
value; wherein said base station starts said fade timer when said preamble frame detector detects at 
least one missing preamble frame from said mobile station; and wherein said base station stops 
sending said null frames to said mobile station when said preamble frame detector detects at least 
one missing preamble frame from said mobile station. 
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However, Brooks teaches in paragraph 0023, a base station that monitors the reverse link for 
reverse traffic channels frames (i.e., preamble) and detects a drop call when it does nor receive 
reverse traffic channels frames for a period of time, typically 5 seconds (i.e., fade timer), which 
makes the base station to end the transmission on the forward traffic channel (i.e., null frames). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, for the base station to further comprise a fade timer having a configurable value; 
wherein said base station starts said fade timer when said preamble frame detector detects at least 
one missing frame from said mobile station, and wherein the base station stops sending said null 
frames to said mobile stations when said preamble frame detects at least one missing frame from 
said mobile station, as suggested by Brooks, because is its well known in the art for a base station to 
comprise a fade timer for detecting a drop call to free up communication resources of the base 
station when a connection is in bad condition as detected by the loss of the reverse link. 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Kim and Brooks disclose the base station as set 
forth in claim 4, Brooks discloses wherein said base station releases said call between said base 
station and said mobile station when one of: said fade timer expires and a maximum power level for 
said null frames is exceeded (p.0023; the base station drops the call when is does not receive the 
reverse traffic channel frames for a period of time, i.e., fade timer). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, wherein the base station releases said call between said base station and said mobile 
station when one of: said fade timer expires, as suggested by Brooks, because if connections 
continue to deteriorate for the entire period of time, the connections are useless. 

Regarding claim 10, Kim discloses the wireless network as set forth in claim 8, but doesn't 
expressly disclose wherein said each base station further comprises: a fade timer having a 
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configurable value; wherein said each base station starts said fade timer when said preamble frame 
detector detects at least one missing preamble frame from said mobile station; and wherein said each 
base station stops sending said null frames to said mobile station when said preamble frame detector 
detects at least one missing preamble frame from said mobile station. 

However, Brooks teaches in paragraph 0023, a base station that monitors the reverse link for 
reverse traffic channels frames (i.e., preamble) and detects a drop call when it does nor receive 
reverse traffic channels frames for a period of time, typically 5 seconds (i.e., fade timer), which 
makes the base station to end the transmission on the forward traffic channel (i.e., null frames). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, for the base station to further comprise a fade timer having a configurable value; 
wherein said base station starts said fade timer when said preamble frame detector detects at least 
one missing frame from said mobile station, and wherein the base station stops sending said null 
frames to said mobile stations when said preamble frame detects at least one missing frame from 
said mobile station, as suggested by Brooks, because is its well known in the art for a base station to 
comprise a fade timer for detecting a drop call to free up communication resources of the base 
station when a connection is in bad condition as detected by the loss of the reverse link. 

Regarding claim 11, Kim discloses the wireless network as set forth in claim 10, Brooks 
discloses wherein said each base station releases said call between said each base station and said 
mobile station when one of: said fade timer expires and a maximum power level for said null frames 
is exceeded (p. 0023; the base station drops the call when is does not receive the reverse traffic 
channel frames for a period of time, i.e., fade timer). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, wherein the base station releases said call between said base station and said mobile 
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station when one of: said fade timer expires, as suggested by Brooks, because if connections 
continue to deteriorate for the entire period of time, the connections are useless. 

Regarding claim 16, Kim discloses the method as set forth in claim 14, but doesn't 
expressly disclose further comprising the steps of: providing in said base station a fade timer that has 
a configurable value; starting said fade timer when said preamble frame detector detects at least one 
missing preamble frame from said mobile station; and stopping a transmission of said null frames to 
said mobile station when said preamble frame detector detects at least one missing preamble frame 
from said mobile station. 

However, Brooks teaches in paragraph 0023, a base station that monitors the reverse link for 
reverse traffic channels frames (i.e., preamble) and detects a drop call when it does not receive 
reverse traffic channels frames for a period of time, typically 5 seconds (i.e., fade timer), which 
makes the base station to end the transmission on the forward traffic channel (i.e., null frames). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, for the base station to further comprise a fade timer having a configurable value; 
wherein said base station starts said fade timer when said preamble frame detector detects at least 
one missing frame from said mobile station, and wherein the base station stops sending said null 
frames to said mobile stations when said preamble frame detects at least one missing frame from 
said mobile station, as suggested by Brooks, because is its well known in the art for a base station to 
comprise a fade timer for detecting a drop call to free up communication resources of the base 
station when a connection is in bad condition as detected by the loss of the reverse link. 

Regarding claim 17, the combination of Kim and Brooks disclose the method as set forth 
in claim 16, Brooks discloses further comprising the step of: releasing a call between said base 
station and said mobile station when one of: said fade timer expires and a maximum power level for 
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said null frames is exceeded (p.0023; the base station drops the call when is does not receive the 
reverse traffic channel frames for a period of time, i.e., fade timer). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, wherein the base station releases said call between said base station and said mobile 
station when one of: said fade timer expires, as suggested by Brooks, because if connections 
continue to deteriorate for the entire period of time, the connections are useless. 
6. Claims 6, 12, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over KIM et 
al. in view of BROOKS et al., and further in view of CHUN et aL (US 2002/0068586 Al). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Kim and Brooks disclose the base station as set 
forth in claim 4, but doesn't expressly disclose wherein said configurable value of said fade timer is 
less than five seconds. 

However, Chun teaches that a fade timer can ranges from 0 to 10 seconds depending on a 
system operation state, and in his invention is preferably set to 1.2 seconds which is a shorter time 
than the typical 5 seconds for releasing a call in the prior art (p. 0070). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious matter of design choice to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art, to configured said fade timer to a value of less than five seconds, as suggested by 
Chun, because this value varies depending on the operation of the system and subscriber 
characteristics. 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Kim and Brooks disclose the wireless network as 
set forth in claim 10, but doesn't expressly disclose wherein said configurable value of said fade 
timer is less than five seconds. 
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However, Chun teaches that a fade timer can ranges from 0 to 10 seconds depending on a 
system operation state, and in his invention is preferably set to 1.2 seconds which is a shorter time 
than the typical 5 seconds for releasing a call in the prior art (p.0070). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious matter of design choice to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art, to configured said fade timer to a value of less than five seconds, as suggested by 
Chun, because this value varies depending on the operation of the system and subscriber 
characteristics. 

Regarding claim 18, the combination of Kim and Brooks disclose the method as set forth 
in claim 16, but doesn't expressly disclose wherein said configurable value of said fade timer is less 
than five seconds. 

However, Chun teaches that a fade timer can ranges from 0 to 10 seconds depending on a 
system operation state, and in his invention is preferably set to 1.2 seconds which is a shorter time 
than the typical 5 seconds for releasing a call in the prior art (p. 0070). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious matter of design choice to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art, to configured said fade timer to a value of less than five seconds, as suggested by 
Chun, because this value varies depending on the operation of the system and subscriber 
characteristics. 

7. Claims 19-21, and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
KIM et al. in view of SASHIHARA (US 2002/0041584 Al). 

Regarding claim 19, it is noted that the language used by Applicant merely suggest or 
makes optional those features described as "capable of; such language does not require steps to be 
performed nor limits the claim to a particular structure. 
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Kim discloses, for use in a wireless network, an apparatus capable of releasing a call between 
said apparatus and a second apparatus, said apparatus comprising: 

a main processor; a null frame monitor program capable of detecting null frames transmitted 
to said apparatus by said second apparatus; and a transmit power control program capable of 
adjusting a power level of preamble frames transmitted by said apparatus (col. 5, lines 13-41; the 
base station (i.e., apparatus) receives or detects a PMRM (i.e., null frames), transmitted by a mobile 
station (i.e., second apparatus), and additionally the base station is able to change the power control 
parameters of the forward frames (i.e., preamble frames) to improve the quality of the forward link). 

Kim doesn't expressly specify that the apparatus is a mobile station, rather, discloses that the 
apparatus could be a base station, however, the limitation of a mobile station is without more a 
characterization of an apparatus, and Sashihara is evidence of the fact that a mobile station and a 
base station can be of interchangeable functions. Sashihara teaches that in an ad hoc network, 
mobile terminals can either act as a temporary base station and a mobile terminal (p.0034). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art, that the 
apparatus taught by Kim, can be either be a base station or mobile station, as suggested by 
Sashihara, because in an ad hoc network mobile terminals can either act as a base station or a mobile 
terminal, to communicate without the need of a fixed base station. 

Regarding claim 20, it is noted that the language used by Applicant merely suggest or 
makes optional those features described as "capable of; such language does not require steps to be 
performed nor limits the claim to a particular structure. 

The combination of Kim and Sashihara disclose the apparatus as set forth in claim 19, Kim 
discloses wherein said null frame monitor program of said apparatus is capable of detecting at least 
one missing null frame from said second apparatus; and wherein in response to said detection of 
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said at least one missing null frame from said second apparatus, said transmit power control 
program increases a power level of preamble frames transmitted by said apparatus (col. 5, lines 21- 
36; col. 5, line 60 - col. 6, lines 1-49; the base station (i.e., apparatus) increase the transmission 
power of its forward frames (i.e., preamble frames) when it fails to receive the PMRMs from the 
mobile station (i.e., second apparatus) within a predetermined period, i.e. missing null frames). 

Regarding claim 21, the combination of Kim and Sashihara disclose the apparatus of claim 
20, Kim discloses wherein said transmit power control program increases said power level of said 
preamble frames by a step size having a configurable value (col. 6, lines 26-36). 

Regarding claim 25, it is noted that the language used by Applicant merely suggest or 
makes optional those features described as "capable of; such language does not require steps to be 
performed nor limits the claim to a particular structure. 

Kim discloses, for use in a wireless network, a method of operating an apparatus, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting preamble frames from said apparatus to a second apparatus; detecting in a null 
frame monitor program of apparatus null frames from second apparatus; and adjusting a power level 
of said preamble frames transmitted to said second apparatus by said apparatus (col. 5, lines 13-41; 
the base station (i.e., apparatus) receives or detects a PMRM (i.e., null frames), transmitted by a 
mobile station (i.e., second apparatus), and additionally the base station is able to change the power 
control parameters of the forward frames (i.e., preamble frames) to improve the quality of the 
forward link). 

Kim doesn't expressly specify that the apparatus is a mobile station, rather, discloses that the 
apparatus could be a base station, however, the limitation of a mobile station is without more a 
characterization of an apparatus, and Sashihara is evidence of the fact that a mobile station and a 
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base station can be of interchangeable functions. Sashihara teaches that in an ad hoc network, 
mobile terminals can either act as a temporary base station and a mobile terminal (p.0034). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art, that the 
apparatus taught by Kim, can be either be a base station or mobile station, as suggested by 
Sashihara, because in an ad hoc network mobile terminals can either act as a base station or a mobile 
terminal, to communicate without the need of a fixed base station. 

Regarding claim 26, the combination of Kim and Sashihara disclose the method as set 
forth in claim 25, Kim discloses further comprising the steps of: detecting at least one missing null 
frame from said second apparatus; and in response to said detection of said at least one missing null 
frame from said second apparatus, increasing a power level of preamble frames transmitted by said 
apparatus (col. 5, lines 21-36; col. 5, line 60 - col. 6, lines 1-49; the base station (i.e., apparatus) 
increase the transmission power of its forward frames (i.e., preamble frames) when it fails to receive 
the PMRMs from the mobile station (i.e., second apparatus) within a predetermined period, i.e. 
missing null frames). 

Regarding claim 27, the combination of Kim and Sashihara disclose the method as set 
forth in claim 26, Kim discloses wherein said power level of said preamble frames is increased by a 
step size having a configurable value (col. 6, lines 26-36). 

8. Claims 22, 23, 28, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
KIM et al in view of SASHIHARA, and further in view of BROOKS et al. 

Regarding claim 22, the combination of Kim and Sashihara disclose the apparatus as set 
forth in claim 20, Kim discloses wherein said apparatus increases power to said preamble frames in 
relation to a detected number of missing null frames when said null frame monitor program detects 
missing null frames from said second apparatus (col. 5, lines 21-36; col. 5, line 60 - col. 6, lines 1-49; 
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the base station (i.e., apparatus) increase the transmission power of its forward frames (i.e., preamble 
frames) when it fails to receive the PMRMs from the mobile station (i.e., second apparatus) within a 
predetermined period, i.e. missing null frames). 

The combination of Kim and Sashihara doesn't expressly disclose wherein said apparatus 
further comprises: a fade timer having a configurable value; wherein said apparatus starts said fade 
timer when said null frame monitor program detects at least one missing null frame from said 
second apparatus. 

However, Brooks teaches in paragraphs 0022-0023, a base station (i.e., apparatus) that 
monitors the reverse link for reverse traffic channels frames (i.e., preamble) and detects a drop call 
when it does not receive reverse traffic channels frames for a period of time, typically 5 seconds (i.e., 
fade timer), which makes the base station to end the transmission on the forward traffic channel 
(i.e., null frames). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, for the apparatus to further comprise a fade timer having a configurable value; 
wherein said apparatus starts said fade timer when said preamble frame detector detects at least one 
missing frame from said second apparatus, as suggested by Brooks, because is its well known in the 
art for a base station or mobile station, i.e. apparatus, to comprise a fade timer for detecting a drop 
call to free up communication resources when a connection is in bad condition as detected by the 
loss of the reverse or forward link accordingly. 

Regarding claim 23, the combination of Kim, Sashihara, and Brooks disclose the 
apparatus as set forth in claim 22, Brooks disclose wherein said apparatus releases said call between 
said apparatus and said second apparatus when one of: said fade timer expires and a maximum 
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power level for said preamble frames is exceeded (p. 0022-0023; the base station drops the call when 
is does not receive the reverse traffic channel frames for a period of time, i.e., fade timer). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, wherein the apparatus releases said call between said apparatus and said second 
apparatus when one of: said fade timer expires, as suggested by Brooks, because if connections 
continue to deteriorate for the entire period of time, the connections are useless. 

Regarding claim 28, the combination of Kim, and Sashihara disclose the method as set 
forth in claim 26, Kim discloses further comprising the steps of increasing power to said preamble 
frames in relation to a detected number of missing null frames when said null frame monitor 
program detects missing null frames from said second apparatus (col. 5, lines 21-36; col. 5, line 60 - 
col. 6, lines 1-49; the base station (i.e., apparatus) increase the transmission power of its forward 
frames (i.e., preamble frames) when it fails to receive the PMRMs from the mobile station (i.e., 
second apparatus) witiiin a predetermined period, i.e. missing null frames). 

The combination of Kim and Sashihara doesn't expressly disclose providing in said 
apparatus a fade timer that has a configurable value; starting said fade timer when said null frame 
monitor program detects at least one missing null from said second apparatus. 

However, Brooks teaches in paragraphs 0022-0023, a base station (i.e., apparatus) that 
monitors the reverse link for reverse traffic channels frames (i.e., preamble) and detects a drop call 
when it does not receive reverse traffic channels frames for a period of time, typically 5 seconds (i.e., 
fade timer), which makes the base station to end the transmission on the forward traffic channel 
(i.e., null frames). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, for the apparatus to further comprise a fade timer having a configurable value; 
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wherein said apparatus starts said fade timer when said preamble frame detector detects at least one 
missing frame from said second apparatus, as suggested by Brooks, because is its well known in the 
art for a base station or mobile station, i.e. apparatus, to comprise a fade timer for detecting a drop 
call to free up communication resources when a connection is in bad condition as detected by the 
loss of the reverse or forward link accordingly. 

Regarding claim 29, the combination of Kim, Sashihara, and Brooks disclose the method 
as set forth in claim 28, Brooks discloses further comprising the step of: releasing a call between said 
apparatus and said second apparatus when one of: said fade timer expires and a maximum power 
level for said preamble frames is exceeded (p. 0022-0023; the base station drops the call when is does 
not receive the reverse traffic channel frames for a period of time, i.e., fade timer). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, wherein the apparatus releases said call between said apparatus and said second 
apparatus when one of: said fade timer expires, as suggested by Brooks, because if connections 
continue to deteriorate for the entire period of time, the connections are useless. 
9. Claims 24 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over KIM et al. 
in views of SASHIHARA, and BROOKS et al, and further in view of CHUN et al. 

Regarding claim 24, the combination of Kim, Sashihara, and Brooks disclose the apparatus 
as set forth in claim 22, but doesn't expressly disclose wherein said configurable value of said fade 
timer is less than five seconds. 

However, Chun teaches that a fade timer can ranges from 0 to 10 seconds depending on a 
system operation state, and in his invention is preferably set to 1.2 seconds which is a shorter time 
than the typical 5 seconds for releasing a call in the prior art (p.0070). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious matter of design choice to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art, to configured said fade timer to a value of less than five seconds, as suggested by 
Chun, because this value varies depending on the operation of the system and subscriber 
characteristics. 

Regarding claim 30, the combination of Kim, Sashihara, and Brooks disclose the method 
as set forth in claim 28, but doesn't expressly disclose wherein said configurable value of said fade 
timer is less than five seconds. 

However, Chun teaches that a fade timer can ranges from 0 to 10 seconds depending on a 
system operation state, and in his invention is preferably set to 1.2 seconds which is a shorter time 
than the typical 5 seconds for releasing a call in the prior art (p.0070). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious matter of design choice to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art, to configured said fade timer to a value of less than five seconds, as suggested by 
Chun, because this value varies depending on the operation of the system and subscriber 
characteristics. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Marisol Figueroa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7840. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday Thru Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Lester G. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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